The 6th Heron Island Conference on Reactive Intermediates and Unusual Molecules -Synthesis and Mechanism was held at the Heron Island Resort on the Great Barrier Reef, 7-13 July 2013, with some 80 scientists in attendance from all over the world, presenting highlights of their work in lecture and poster format ( Fig. 1) . These meetings, which enjoy an excellent international reputation, present unique opportunities for interaction between Australian and overseas chemists in subject areas varying from organic synthesis to reaction mechanism, computational and theoretical chemistry, physical/materials chemistry, inorganic chemistry, biological/medicinal chemistry, and spectroscopy.
This issue of Aust. J. Chem. presents a collection of papers authored by delegates at the meeting and comprise a wide range of topics, including amine boranes (S.-Y. Liu et al.), [1] rhodium carbenoids (A. Padwa et al.) , [2] singlet oxygen (T. Linker et al.), [3] hydrogen peroxide fuel cells (S. Fukuzumi et al.), [4] Curt pyridine-palladacycles (G. J. Rowlands et al.), [5] benzonitrile oxide cycloadditions (G. P. Savage and C. Francis), [6] adamantanethione reactions (N. Drinnan and C. Wentrup), [7] dyesensitised solar cells (E. Brunet et al.), [8] iron complexes (P. Comba et al.), [9] boric acid catalysed esterification (T. A. Houston et al.), [10] amidinium tetrazolide (A. J. Arduengo et al.), [11] use of Otera's catalyst (C. A. Hutton et al.), [12] methyltriacetylene cation (J. P. Maier et al.), [13] retro-Mannich cascade rearrangement (P. Wipf et al.), [14] computations on water dimers (E. Kraka et al.), [15] cyclopropane radical cation (W. Zou and D. Cremer), [16] nitrile selenides (T. Pasinszki et al.), [17] polarization in a halogen bond (T. Clark et al.), [18] triazenes (S. Bräse et al.), [19] sydnone photochemistry (C. Wentrup et al.), [20] dihydroazulene photoswitches (M. B. Nielsen et al.), [21] isocyanide-NHC-platinum(II) complexes (A. S. K. Hashmi et al.), [22] benzynes (T. Ikawa et al.), [23] gold catalysis (A. S. K. Hashmi et al.) , [24, 25] HERON reaction of dialkoxyamides (S. A. Glover et al.), [26] silylated enoldiazoacetates (M. P. Doyle et al.), [27] and microflow photochemistry (M. Oelgemöller et al.) . [28] The lively late-afternoon poster sessions on the patio with a view of the sunset and reef sea life (including whales on occasion) are a recurring and unforgettable part of the Heron Island Conferences (Fig. 2) . It is also noteworthy that the interaction between so many scientists in a congenial atmosphere in a small space has led to several enduring collaborations (Fig. 3) .
